SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT
SUMMARY BROCHURE
CITY OF YACHATS
PWS # 4100966
WHAT IS A SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT?
The Source Water Assessment was recently
completed by the Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) and the Oregon Health Division
(OHD) to identify the surface areas (and/or
subsurface areas) that supply water to City of
Yachats’ public water system intake and to
inventory the potential contaminant sources that
may impact the water supply.
WHY WAS IT COMPLETED?
The Source Water Assessment was completed to
provide information so that City of Yachats’
public water system staff/operator, consumers,
and community citizens can begin developing
strategies to protect the source of their drinking
water, and to minimize future public
expenditures for drinking water treatment. The
assessment was prepared under the requirements
and guidelines of the Federal Safe Drinking
Water Act (SDWA).
WHAT AREAS ARE INCLUDED IN CITY OF
YACHATS’ DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
AREA?
The drinking water for the City of Yachats is
supplied by intakes on Salmon Creek and Reedy
Creeks.
This public water system serves
approximately 685 citizens. The intakes are
located in the Yachats River Watershed in the
Alsea Sub-Basin of the Northern Oregon Coastal
Basin. The streams that contribute to the Salmon
Creek and Reedy Creeks intakes extend
upstream a cumulative total of 3.15 miles and
encompass a total area of approximately 1.2
square miles. The combination of the geographic
areas contributing to the Salmon Creek and
Reedy Creeks intakes make-up Yachats’
drinking water protection area. The boundaries
of the Drinking Water Protection Area are
illustrated on the figure attached to this
summary.

WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL SOURCES OF
CONTAMINATION TO CITY OF YACHATS’
PUBLIC DRINKING WATER SUPPLY?
The primary intent of this inventory was to
identify and locate significant potential sources
of contaminants of that could, if improperly
managed or released, impact the water quality in
the watershed.. The protection area is primarily
occupied by public forest lands. No potential
sources of contamination to the drinking water
were identified within the City of Yachats
delineated drinking water protection area.
WHAT ARE THE RISKS FOR OUR SYSTEM?
The sensitive areas of the watershed are those
where the potential contamination sources, if
present, have a greater potential to impact the
water supply. Sensitive areas identified in the
Yachats watershed includes primarily the areas
within the 1000’ setback from the streams and
areas with high soil erosion potential. Sensitive
areas based on highly permeable soils and high
runoff potential soils were not identified in this
assessment.
There were no potential
contaminant sources located within the sensitive
areas identified. The water system and
community should consider potential risks to the
protection area if future land use changes are
made. The information in this assessment
provides a basis for prioritizing areas in and
around our community that are most vulnerable
to potential impacts and can be used by the City
of Yachats community to develop a voluntary
Drinking Water Protection Plan.
NEED MORE INFORMATION?
City of Yachats’ Source Water Assessment
Report provides additional details on the
methodology and results of this assessment. The
full report is available for review at:
_______________________________________
Contact the City Public Works staff if you
would like additional information on these
Source
Water
Assessment
results.

