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Executive Summary 
 
Bridge Creek Watershed provides, on the average over the past three years, 
about 50% of the City of Bend’s drinking water supplies.  The percentage of 
water from this source varies from year to year depending on weather, snow 
pack, maintenance activities, spring storm events and community demands.  
The actual drainage boundary of the watershed is 3200 acres while the 
designated legal boundary is 7700 acres.  The Bridge Creek watershed is an 
unfiltered source that complies with all state and federal regulations for source 
water quality, treatment techniques and source water monitoring.  
 
Bridge Creek Watershed was established in 1926 with the Department of 
Agriculture, Deschutes National Forest.  Prior to the Bridge Creek Watershed, 
the community of Bend took its drinking water directly from the Deschutes 
River.  Bridge Creek Watershed was selected to serve as the source of 
community water supply when Deschutes River water became unacceptable 
due to reservoir construction activities and large-scale logging and milling 
operations established in the upper Basin.   
 
In addition to the 1926 document, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
was signed in 1991 with the Deschutes National Forest that describes 
management of the watershed will be in an open and communication driven 
process for maintaining water quality over time.  Annual watershed inspections 
are conducted every September with City and Deschutes National Forest staff to 
evaluate forest health, fire protection, control of human activity and projects for 
improving water quality. City ordinances are in place to provide another level of 
protection within the watershed boundaries. 
 
The entire watershed, including the intake structure and caretaker dwelling is 
100% owned by the Deschutes National Forest and is administered by the 
Bend/Fort Rock Ranger District.  Bridge Creek Watershed is noted throughout 
the Northwest as providing very high quality water and is a source of 
community pride. 
 
Because of the stringent protections afforded by various levels of legal and 
administrative actions there are no anthropogenic sources of microbial 
contaminants, inorganic chemicals, volatile organic chemicals or synthetic 
organic chemicals in the Bridge Creek Watershed. 
 



The only contaminants of concern for the Bridge Creek source are naturally 
occurring sources of microbial contaminants such as Giardia lamblia, 
Cryptosporidium, fecal coliform bacteria and total coliform bacteria.  These 
organisms are found in virtually all freshwater ecosystems and are present in 
the Bridge Creek supply.  Sources of Giardia cysts and fecal coliforms bacterial 
in the Bridge Creek watershed are generally limited to warm blooded wildlife 
species such as deer, elk, cougar, coyote, bobcat and black bear.  Sources of 
Cryptosporidium oocysts include most mammalian wildlife species and several 
bird species.  The Deschutes National forest Service and the City of Bend have 
no control over these natural sources of microbes.  Total coliform bacteria are 
found throughout the terrestrial and aquatic environment and are not 
associated with current or previous land uses in the Bridge Creek Watershed.  
The Bridge Creek Watershed has consistently complied with all applicable state 
and federal regulations for source water under the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
including the 1989 Surface Water Treatment Rule filtration-avoidance criteria.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
Copies of the Table 2. Inventory Results – List of Potential Contaminant Sources document 
may be obtained by contacting the City of Bend. 




