
1 
 

Revising Oregon’s Industrial Stormwater General Permits 
Advisory Committee Meeting Notes 

 

Meeting: Meeting 1- Introduction and Overview of Project 
Date:  June 23, 2009 
Location: DEQ-Headquarters, Portland 
 
Attendees: Committee: 

• Mark Riskedahl-Northwest Environmental Defense Center 
• Michael Campbell-Stoel Rives LLP on behalf of Oregon Industrial Stormwater 

Group  
• Calvin Noling-StormwateRx 
• Eric Strecker-GeoSyntec Consultants 
• Neil Alongi-Maul Foster & Alongi, Inc. 
• Doug Pennington-Oregon Metals Industry Council  
• Russell Strader-Boise Cascade LLC 
• Jay Waldron-Glenwood Auto Parts  
• Rick Fischl-Clean Water Services on behalf of OR Association of Clean 

Water Agencies 
• Michael Pronold-City of Portland, Bureau of Environmental Services  
• Dorothy Sperry- Port of Portland 

DEQ: Neil Mullane, Annette Liebe, Jenine Camilleri, Paula Calvert, Rodney 
Weick 

 
 Chair: Commissioner Ken Williamson  
 

Introduction- DEQ Water Quality Administrator Neil Mullane provided opening remarks.   
 
Background and Project Goals 
 
Annette Liebe explained the reasons why DEQ entered into the settlement agreement and 
agreed to revise the permits:  
• DEQ did not have a good technical basis for developing the benchmarks in the current  

permits because DEQ cannot locate the underlying documentation developed in the mid 
1990’s.   

• EPA permit has sound record for benchmarks. 
• EPA Multi-Sector Permit issued in September 2008 addresses many of the issues that were 

raised in the litigation.   
The settlement agreement has not been signed by the parties and will be sent to the committee 
upon final signature.   

Annette set out the goals for the project: 
• New permits will protect water quality for the state.  
• New permits will be legally defensible. 
 
Annette highlighted the key issues that the committee will be discussing: 
• Discharges to impaired waterbodies 
• Consequences for facilities that cannot meet benchmarks 
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• Monitoring requirements, including monitoring waiver, substantially similar outfalls and 
proper characterization of stormwater discharges 
 

Role of Committee 
 
Commissioner Ken Williamson explained the ground rules for the committee, including that the 
role of the committee is to provide input to DEQ and not to reach consensus. 
 
Committee comments:  
• Consensus would yield a better discussion and improve the dynamics of the group.  

Commissioner Williamson explained that the closer the group can get to consensus the 
better the result will be.   

• A request was made to track the issues/recommendations where the committee reached 
consensus.   

• A question was asked about how DEQ will document progress.  DEQ will draft a final report 
at the end of the project that summarizes the issues that were discussed and the 
recommendations by the committee.  Before each meeting, DEQ will provide a report with a 
series of options and recommendations for the committee to review.  After each meeting, 
DEQ will prepare meeting summaries that highlight key discussions, comments, decisions, 
and follow-up items.    

• Committee members can provide comments to DEQ throughout the project in writing or by 
telephone.  DEQ staff will summarize these comments and share them with the committee.  

• A suggestion was made to queue up issues at the end of each meeting that will be 
discussed at the next meeting. 

• Emails headings regarding the Industrial Stormwater advisory committee will start with the 
acronym ISAC.  

 

Presentation: Comparison between EPA’s Multi-Sector General Permit and DEQ’s 
Industrial Stormwater Permits 

Jenine Camilleri presented a comparison of the EPA and DEQ industrial stormwater general 
permits that highlighted requirements such as narrative, technology based and water quality 
based effluent limits; benchmarks, and monitoring and reporting requirements.   
 
Committee comments:  
• During the discussion on the Water Quality standards requirements, a question was asked 

about developing a “compliance assessment design storm or compliance level”.  DEQ 
responded that consequences for exceeding the design storm would need to be evaluated, 
including identify factors for determining compliance.   

• During the discussion on Monitoring requirements, a comment was raised regarding 
whether the EPA monitoring requirements are appropriate for the Pacific Northwest (e.g., 
first flush monitoring and length of time between storm events).  

• During the discussion on Benchmarks, the following comments were raised: 
o A question was asked regarding what translator values were used in developing the 

EPA’s benchmarks for metals (i.e., dissolved vs. total recoverable).  
o Comments were raised that EPA’s benchmarks may not be technically sound because 

they are simply based on the water quality criteria.   
o A question was asked about EPA’s water quality standards and whether these are 

national standards or are they different from Oregon’s standards.  
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DEQ responded to these questions\comments by explaining that at the next meeting DEQ 
will go into great detail on how EPA’s benchmarks were developed and answer the 
questions that were raised at this meeting. 

• Questions were asked regarding what is the role of the EPA permit in guiding the 
development of Oregon’s new permits. 
o A question was asked about the role EPA plays in approving DEQ’s permits and whether 

DEQ’s permits need to be similar and as stringent as EPA’s permit.  DEQ explained that 
if Oregon’s permit deviates from the national permit that there will have to be sufficient 
evidence in the record to justify the change in approach.  Comments were raised that 
DEQ’s permit can be different from EPA’s permit and EPA’s permit does not have to be 
the floor, but can serve as a starting point for discussions. As a follow-up item, DEQ will 
have the Department of Justice draft a memo on this issue. 

o A comment was raised that Oregon’s permits should be legally defensible and effective 
given the difficulty facilities may have achieving the benchmarks for metals.  

o A question was asked about whether EPA’s permit has been challenged. As a follow-up 
item, DEQ will research this question.   

Overview of Work Plan 

Jenine Camilleri provided an overview of the project work plan that outlines the scope of the 
project and the topics that will be discussed at the monthly meetings.  

Committee comments:  
• A suggestion was made to consider the water quality compliance issue earlier in the process 

as it relates to the benchmarks and monitoring requirements.  Given that the benchmarks in 
EPA’s permits are based on water quality criteria, a question was asked regarding what is 
the purpose of a benchmark exceedance.  DEQ responded that it will evaluate changing the 
work plan and having a broader of discussion regarding the purpose of monitoring results 
and how it relates to complying with water quality standards.  

• A question was asked regarding the scope of plan review and whether DEQ would follow 
EPA’s approach and not review the plans before issuing permit coverage. DEQ responded 
that it has committed to continue to implement the public participation requirements.  DEQ 
will also evaluate efforts to streamline plan review.  

• A comment was raised regarding whether DEQ can reduce emphasis on plan review since 
the permit has technology based effluent limits that describe the required control measures.  
A concern was raised that it is redundant to have plan requirements and the technology 
based effluent limits and benchmarks. DEQ will research the relationship between 
technology based effluent limits and plan requirements in EPA’s permit for the next meeting.   

 
Follow up Items 
• Send out final settlement agreement 
• Send out copy of existing DEQ permits 
• Send out list of DEQ staff working on the project 
• Research relationship between technology based effluent limits and plan requirements in 

EPA’s permit 
• Move fundamental issues up earlier in the process (i.e., compliance with water quality 

standards and purpose of monitoring) 
• Have Department of Justice draft a memo on the role of EPA’s permit (i.e., is it the floor?).  
• Determine if EPA’s permit is currently being challenged.  
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Future Meetings: 
• August 4, 2009, 1 to 4 p.m., DEQ Headquarters, Portland, Room EQC-A 
• September 15, 2009, 1 to 4 p.m., DEQ Headquarters, Portland, Room EQC-A 
• October 20, 2009,1 to 4 p.m., DEQ Headquarters, Portland, Room EQC-A 

 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


