
Year 1

Eligible for a 
waiver based 

on 
monitoring 

results?
(see criteria 

below)

YES

NO

following Year 1 sample collection
(not applicable to additional pollutants)

YES

Stop monitoring 
pollutant.

Corrective Action Response 1:  
Traditional Evaluation of BMPs

Step 1 - Review stormwater 
plan.  Are additional BMPs 
needed?
Step 2 - Submit annual report 
with results of review and BMP 
timeline.

Facility operates 
under current 

permit and 
exceeds  

benchmarks 
based on 4th 

year geometric 
mean 

evaluation?

Monitor 4 storms using grab 
composite sampling, comprised of 

3 subsamples, for:

.

benchmark pollutants

impairment pollutants

As part of permit 
application  

process, submit 
updated plan, if 

revisions necessary 
to reflect changes 
at site or to meet 

new requirements.

Corrective Action 
Response 2:  

Rigorous Evaluation 
of BMPs. 

As part of permit 
application  process,
submit updated plan 

stamped by PE or 
certified engineering 

geologist .  
Implement BMPs to 
meet benchmark(s) 

in new permit  within 

NO

YES

Any samples 
above 

benchmark?

If impairment
pollutant,

go to Year 2
monitoring.

Monitoring Waiver Eligibility:
Benchmark Pollutant
- 4 consecutive samples below benchmarks
- may consider waiver if facility establishes that 
exceedances due to natural background conditions
Impairment Pollutant
- 4 consecutive samples below water quality standards
- sample results are below natural background levels

Ye
ar

2
 M

o
n

it
o

ri
n

g

additional pollutants
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following Year 2 sample collection
(not applicable to additional 
pollutants)

Year 2

NO

YES

NO

Corrective Action Response 2: Rigorous 
Evaluation of BMPs. Plan stamped by PE or 
certified engineering geologist.  
Implement BMPs to meet benchmarks within 
two years.  Implement BMPs to control  for 
impairment pollutants. (4th year geometric 
mean facilities exempt from requirement). 

Monitor 4 storms using grab 
composite sampling, comprised of 

3 subsamples, for:

.

benchmark pollutants

impairment pollutants

Eligible for a 
waiver based 

on 
monitoring 

results?
(see criteria 

below)

YES

Stop monitoring 
pollutant.

YES

Corrective Action Response 1:  
Traditional Evaluation of BMPs

Step 1 - Review stormwater plan.  Are 
additional BMPs needed?
Step 2 - Submit annual report with 
results of review and BMP timeline.

Any samples 
above 

benchmark?

If impairment
pollutant,

go to Year 3
monitoring. Ye

ar
3

 M
o

n
it

o
ri

n
g

Does the 
geomean of 

samples 
collected during 

Years 1 and 2 
exceed 

benchmark

water quality

or

Monitoring Waiver Eligibility:
Benchmark Pollutant
- 4 consecutive samples below 
benchmarks
- may consider waiver if facility 
establishes that exceedances due to 
natural background conditions
Impairment Pollutant
- 4 consecutive samples below 
water quality standards
- sample results are below natural 

additonal pollutants
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Benchmark Monitoring: 
4 storms a year using single 
grab sample method

following each year of sample collection for the remainder of the permit cycleRemaining years of
permit cycle

Impairment Pollutant
Monitoring: 
- Using single grab sample 
method
- If year 2 geomean 
exceeded, sample 4 storms 
a year
- If geomean not exceeded, 
sample 1 storm a year 

Eligible for a 
waiver based 

on 
monitoring 

results?
(see criteria 

below)

YES

Stop monitoring 
pollutant.

NO

YES

Corrective Action Response 1:  
Traditional Evaluation of BMPs

Step 1 - Review stormwater plan.  Are 
additional BMPs needed?
Step 2 - Submit annual report with 
results of review and BMP timeline.

Any samples 
above 

benchmark?

If impairment
pollutant,

repeat annual
monitoring.

Monitoring Waiver Eligibility:
Benchmark Pollutant
- 4 consecutive samples below 
benchmarks
- may consider waiver if facility 
establishes that exceedances due to 
natural background conditions
Impairment Pollutant
- 4 consecutive samples below 
water quality standards
- sample results are below natural 
background levels

Stop monitoring for 
additional pollutants
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