
Oregon Administrative Rules Chapter 340, Division 41, Rule 0033 

 

340-041-0033  

Toxic Substances 

(1) Toxic substances may not be introduced above natural background levels in waters 
of the state in amounts, concentrations, or combinations that may be harmful, may 
chemically change to harmful forms in the environment, or may accumulate in 
sediments or bioaccumulate in aquatic life or wildlife to levels that adversely affect 
public health, safety, or welfare or aquatic life, wildlife, or other designated beneficial 
uses. 

(2) Levels of toxic substances in waters of the state may not exceed the applicable 
criteria listed in Tables 20, 33A, and 33B. Tables 33A and 33B, adopted on May 20, 
2004, update Table 20 as described in this section. 

(a) Each value for criteria in Table 20 is effective until the corresponding value in Tables 
33A or 33B becomes effective. 

(A) Each value in Table 33A is effective on February 15, 2005, unless EPA has 
disapproved the value before that date. If a value is subsequently disapproved, any 
corresponding value in Table 20 becomes effective immediately. Values that are the 
same in Tables 20 and 33A remain in effect. 

(B) Each value in Table 33B is effective upon EPA approval. 

(b) The department will note the effective date for each value in Tables 20, 33A, and 
33B as described in this section. 

(3) To establish permit or other regulatory limits for toxic substances for which criteria 
are not included in Tables 20, 33A, or 33B, the department may use the guidance 
values in Table 33C, public health advisories, and other published scientific literature. 
The department may also require or conduct bio-assessment studies to monitor the 
toxicity to aquatic life of complex effluents, other suspected discharges, or chemical 
substances without numeric criteria. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 468.020, 468B.030, 468B.035 & 468B.048 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 468B.030, 468B.035 & 468B.048 
Hist.: DEQ 17-2003, f. & cert. ef. 12-9-03; DEQ 3-2004, f. & cert. ef. 5-28-04 

 

 

Link to full water quality rules: http://www.deq.state.or.us/regulations/rules.htm 
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