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- SAKPLE

COMPOSTING BIN CONTRACT

“This Contract is entered into between the City of 'La Grande (City) and the Recipient of a
subsidized composting bin named below. Recipient agrees to pay $10.00 for the composting
bin, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged. ' '

~ Recipient ﬁnder.stands that@he corhposting bin was funded in part by a grant from the Oregon
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The goal of the program is to divert yard waste
from landfills, produce organic material for gardening and reduce open burning.

-Recipient -agrees that the composting bin shall remain with the property if recipient sells or
moves outside of the City of La Grande. If recipient moves to another location within the City
of La Grande, the bin may be moved also. Alternatively, the composting bin may be returned
to City Garbage Service for distribution to another Recipient. No refunds will be granted
unless the composting bin is returned unused within ninety (90) days of purchase. -
Recipient understands that the City and DEQ will be conducting a survey of recipients
jappqu(ifﬁa;ely one (1) year from this date. Recipient agrees to respond to said survey to help

City and DEQ measure the success of this program.

Dated this ' day of May 2001.

| City of La Grande

Recipient

«FirstName» «LastName»

«Addressl»
«City», «State» «PostalCode»

Phone: «Phone »

A:NCOMPOSTING BIN CONTRACT.DOC
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Tips on Composting

WHY COMPOST AT ALL?

Along with fuel efficiency, water conservation, and reduction in meat
consumption, home composting is one of the most environmentally
beneficial activities of modern society. Yard and food wastes make up
approximately 30% of the waste stream in the US. Not only does
composting sucessfully divert a significant portion of your family's waste
stream from the landfill and water treatment facilities, it is a natural
method of recycling organic materals into valuable humus. Finished compost is
nutritious enough to use as a soil amendment, buffering the pH and helping to retain
water in the soil. It can cool the soil's surface, and help mitigate erosion. Why buy
topsoil when you create your own endless supply?

Home Composting also serves as a invaluable educational tool, teaching youngsters
about conservation, the cycle of life, and inter-connectedness of the natural world. If it
gets your child thinking about science or biology, or voluntarily participating in
gardening and yard work, isn't it well worth the effort?

HOW TO COMPOST

Like death and taxes, composting happens - whether we want it to or not. Though all
organic matter will eventually decompose (despite neglect), the trick is to get your pile
to decompose as fast as you can fill it. The rate at which breakdown occurs depends on
several factors: oxygenation, temperate, water content, particulate surface area, and the
carbon:nitrogen ratio (see chart below). Like painting, composting is more art than a
rigid science, and can at times require a bit of finesse and skill. However, with patience
and a little practice, you can have ready-to-use humus for your garden in 6-8 weeks.

Factors

Affecting Rate Description

Oxygen is required for respiration by all aerobic inhabitants within the pile.
Oxygenation Adequate ventilation, wind, convention currents and manual turning or mixing
will help keep the anaerobic critters from producing foul odors.

The optimum temperature for fast decomposition is between 90 and 135
degrees F. Whether it is due to cold climate or insufficient bacterial activity,
T ¢ when the temperature falls below this, decomposition will slow, but not cease.
CHIporaure To keep temperatures elevated, try an insulation jacket or better placement for
maximizing radiant solar heat. Also choose black colored bins in cooler
climate zones.

An efficient composter needs to have a moisture content around 50% (feels
like a damp towel). If it is too dry, decomposition will slow down

Water Content considerably, while overly wet piles can smell. Keep pile covered during
heavy rains, and add rain water when dry spells occur (chlorine in municipal
water can kill the organisms in your living system).

Maximize this by shredding and chipping all clippings and waste into small
Surface Area pieces. The more area you expose to micro-organisms, the larger the dinner
table, and the faster the decomposition.



CITY OF | QUSRS LA GRANDE

I ‘"‘“\"-‘é: ——M /]
THE HUB OF NORTHEASTERN OREGON
OFFICE of the CITY MANAGER PO. BOX 670 LA GRANDE, OREGON 97850 PHONE (503) 962-1302 FAX (503) 963-3333

Dear City Resident:

- Our records show that you purchased a reduced-cost home compost. bin from the City last year.
At the time you purchased the bin, you agreed to participate in a follow-up survey. Please take a
few minutes to complete this survey and return it to us by folding, tapmg it, and dropping it in
the mail (return postage has already been provided).

Your responses are very important, even if you haven’t used the compost bin. The survey results
will be used to improve our existing Yard Waste Recycling Program. La Grande’s Yard Waste
Recycling Program is also viewed as a model by other cities in Oregon and the survey results
w1ll be of interést to them ,

- As a‘way of saying “thank you”, we will send you (1f you want 1t) a free booklet with hclpful
natural gardening tips. Everyone who completes the survey will also be entered into a drawing
for two (2) cubic yards of finished compost, valued at $25.00, donated by City Garbage Service.

Please complete and return the survey today! Thank you. If you have questions, please call the
Communjity Development Department at (541) 962-1307.

Sincerely,

R. Wes Hare, II
City Manager

MAH/mabh/ljg

Enclosure

CASHARED\GRANTS\DEQ\SOLID WASTE\2001\LA GRANDE LETTER.DOC
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CITY OF (RIS 1A GRANDE

THE HUB OF NORTHEASTERN OREGON
Community Development Department - Planning Division P.O. Box 670/1000 Adams Avenue, La Grande, OR 97850 Phone: (541)962-1307 Fax: (541) 963-3333

December 12, 2002

Dear Compost Bip Owner:

B T e SRR R T T T e e e e e e e T e e

RE: Compost Bin Survey

During the summer of 2001, your household received a reduced price compost bin from the City
of La Grande, thanks to a Solid Waste Grant received from the Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ). When the bin was obtained, an Agreement was signed indicating
that you would participate in a follow-up survey so the City and DEQ could measure the success
of the Program.

The follow-up survey was mailed to your household on November 20, 2002. To date, we have
received 201 of the 303 surveys, but have not yet received the completed survey from your
household.

Enclosed is another copy of the survey. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and
return it to this office (postage is already paid) by December 31, 2002. If you have completed
and returned the survey prior to receiving this reminder, please disregard this letter and accept
our thanks for your reply.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact this office at 962-1307. Happy
holidays!

Sincerely,

Michael A. Hyde; AICP
Community Development Director/Planner

MAH/mab/ljg

Enclosure

CASHARED\GRANTS\DEQ\SOLID WASTE\2001\SURVEY REMINDER LETTER.DOC



City of La Grande

=% Bin Surve

CITY of LA GRAMNDHE

Autumn 2002

Home Composting
y

1. Our records show that you purchased a home composting bin(s) from the City in 2001.
Are you using your bin(s) to compost yard waste now?

J Yes (J No

If “No” please explain why not

2. How many city bin(s) did you purchase?

3. Please mark the appropriate boxes that describe your CURRENT yard waste management practices.

Material Type

What you CURRENTLY do with it. (Please check ALL that apply.)

Grass Clippings () Compost at home () Burn outdoors

(J Dispose with garbage (3 Burn indoors

(J Leave on lawn/mulching mower () Haul off-site for composting
Leaves (J Compost at home (3 Burn outdoors

(J Dispose with garbage (3 Burn indoors

(J Leave on lawn/mulching mower () Haul off-site for composting
Green trimmings/ (J) Compost at home (D Burn outdoors
prunings/weeds (J Dispose with garbage (3 Burn indoors

() Haul off-site for composting
Woody trimmings/ (J Compost at home (3 Burn outdoors
prunings (J Dispose with garbage (3 Burn indoors

(3 Chip at home (3 Haul off-site for composting/chipping

4. Are you composting other material at home? If so, what?

5. How satisfied are you with your City-provided compost bin?

) Very satisfied, no problems (3 Satisfied, could be better

(3 Not satisfied

6. How useful was the educational material you received with the bin?

) Very useful

3 Useful

3 Not useful

7. Thinking of the size of the City compost bin, please estimate the total amount of material you
placed in your bin(s) over the last 12 months.

O Less than 1/2 of a bin (3 1/2to 1 full bin
3 11/2to 2 full bins (3 2to 3full bins

(3 1to1 1/2 full bins
3 More than 3 full bins

8. Have you used any of the finished compost from the bin?
) Yes (J No,butiplanto (3 No, and | don't plan to

9. Have you had any problems with home composting? (0 Yes O No
If “Yes”, please check ALL that apply.

) Compost didn't break down (3 Compost smelled bad () Pests/rodents
(O Bin difficult to use (O Bin not large enough

() Other, please explain

(continued on other side)



10. Please mark the boxes that describe how you managed your yard waste materials BEFORE you received
the City compost bin.

Material Type What | did BEFORE | received the City bin. (Please check ALL that apply.)

Grass Clippings Burned outdoors
Burned indoors

Left on lawn/mulching mower (J  Hauled off-site for composting

() Composted at home
(] Disposed with garbage
)

Leaves (J Composted at home (J  Burned outdoors

() Disposed with garbage (J Burned indoors

(D Left on lawn/mulching mower () Hauled off-site for composting
Green trimmings/ (J) Composted at home (J  Burned outdoors
prunings/weeds () Disposed with garbage (3 Burned indoors

() Hauled off-site for composting

Woody trimmings/
prunings

Burned outdoors
Burned indoors
Hauled off-site for composting/chipping

Composted at home O
Disposed with garbage O
(D Chipped at home O
11. Please mark the box (es) that indicate additional items/information you are interested in.

() Another compost bin

() Information on native/drought-tolerant plants

(3 Information on appropriate herbicide/pesticide use

() Information on “Grasscycling” (leaving grass clippings on the lawn)

() More information on composting yard waste at home (describe:

() Information on composting food scraps at home

12. Thank you for your participation! Please include your name and address here. (Optional)

) Please enter me in the prize drawing. (] Please send me the free Natural Gardening booklet.
(Please include return address, for mailing).

To return, please fold and tape.
(Fold Here)

City of La Grande

Community Development Department
PO Box 670

La Grande, OR 97850



