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Fighting Climate Change in Oregon: Fighting Climate Change in Oregon: 
A Brief HistoryA Brief History

Landmark GHG Reduction Measures:Landmark GHG Reduction Measures:
1997: CO2 emission standard offsets1997: CO2 emission standard offsets
2005: Clean tailpipe standards2005: Clean tailpipe standards

Governor’s Task Force Reports:Governor’s Task Force Reports:
2004: “Oregon Strategy for Greenhouse 2004: “Oregon Strategy for Greenhouse 

Gas Reductions”Gas Reductions”
2008: “Framework for Addressing Rapid 2008: “Framework for Addressing Rapid 

Climate Change”Climate Change”



2

Department of Environmental Quality

2007 Oregon GHG Legislation2007 Oregon GHG Legislation

•• Renewable Portfolio StandardRenewable Portfolio Standard
•• Renewable Fuels StandardsRenewable Fuels Standards
•• Biomass  & Biomass  & biofuelsbiofuels tax credittax credit
•• Energy efficiency tax credits Energy efficiency tax credits 

expandedexpanded
•• State Global Warming State Global Warming 

CommissionCommission
•• State GHG Reduction GoalsState GHG Reduction Goals
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Oregon’s Progress Toward GHG GoalsOregon’s Progress Toward GHG Goals
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Greenhouse Gases Covered by Oregon’s Greenhouse Gases Covered by Oregon’s 
Emissions Goals & ReportingEmissions Goals & Reporting

•• Carbon dioxide (COCarbon dioxide (CO22))
•• Methane (CHMethane (CH44))
•• Nitrous oxide (NNitrous oxide (N22O)O)
•• HydrofluorocarbonsHydrofluorocarbons (HFC)(HFC)
•• PerfluorocarbonsPerfluorocarbons (PFC)(PFC)PerfluorocarbonsPerfluorocarbons (PFC) (PFC) 
•• Sulfur hexafluoride (SFSulfur hexafluoride (SF66))
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2009 Oregon GHG Legislation2009 Oregon GHG Legislation

•• Expanded greenhouse gas reportingExpanded greenhouse gas reporting

•• Authorized a lowAuthorized a low--carbon fuel standardcarbon fuel standard

•• Strengthened green building codesStrengthened green building codes

•• Ensured no new conventional coal powerEnsured no new conventional coal power

•• Provided energy efficiency financing Provided energy efficiency financing 

•• Created pilot solar feedCreated pilot solar feed--in tariffin tariff

•• Implemented biodiesel blending requirementImplemented biodiesel blending requirement
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Oregon GHG Emissions By SectorOregon GHG Emissions By Sector
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Greenhouse gas emissions from Greenhouse gas emissions from 
TransportationTransportation

The “ThreeThe “Three--Legged Stool”Legged Stool”

•• Reduce tailpipe emissionsReduce tailpipe emissions

•• Reduce the number of miles Reduce the number of miles 
traveledtraveled

•• Reduce the carbon intensity Reduce the carbon intensity 
of the fuelof the fuel
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Reducing Emissions from FuelsReducing Emissions from Fuels

•• Why pursue a Low Carbon Fuel Standard in addition to Why pursue a Low Carbon Fuel Standard in addition to 
Renewable Fuel Standards (RFS)?Renewable Fuel Standards (RFS)?

–– Different goalsDifferent goals

–– Effects on greenhouse gas emissionsEffects on greenhouse gas emissions

•• How they work togetherHow they work together
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Low Carbon Fuel Standards Low Carbon Fuel Standards 
around the Nationaround the Nation

•• Western RegionWestern Region
–– CaliforniaCalifornia
–– WashingtonWashington
–– Western Climate InitiativeWestern Climate Initiative

N h d MidN h d Mid A l iA l i•• Northeastern and MidNortheastern and Mid--Atlantic statesAtlantic states
•• Midwestern statesMidwestern states
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House Bill 2186House Bill 2186

•• Authorizes LCFSAuthorizes LCFS

•• Lifecycle analysis to determine carbon intensity Lifecycle analysis to determine carbon intensity 
for each fuelfor each fuel

•• Deferrals for adequate fuel supplyDeferrals for adequate fuel supply

E ti th h ld d t d f lE ti th h ld d t d f l•• Exemption threshold and exempted fuelsExemption threshold and exempted fuels

•• Fuel qualityFuel quality

•• Price of gasoline and diesel remain competitivePrice of gasoline and diesel remain competitive
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House Bill 2186, continuedHouse Bill 2186, continued

•• Cost effectivenessCost effectiveness

•• Consider schedules, technical and economic Consider schedules, technical and economic 
studies from other statesstudies from other states

•• Environmental and public health impactsEnvironmental and public health impacts

•• Sunset provisionSunset provision

•• Reporting to legislatureReporting to legislature
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Questions?Questions?

For more information on Oregon’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard, 
please visit: http://www.deq.state.or.us/committees/lowcarbon.htm
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Low carbon fuel rulemaking processLow carbon fuel rulemaking process
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