
Chemical Weapons Destruction Program 
Glossary of Acronyms and Terms of Art 

 
 
ABCDF – Aberdeen Chemical Agent Disposal Facility, located at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds in Maryland 
 
ACAMS – Automatic Continuous Air Monitoring System – the chemical agent 
monitoring instruments used by the Army to provide low-level, near real time analysis of 
chemical agent levels in the air 
 
ANCDF – Anniston Chemical Agent Disposal Facility, located at Anniston Army Depot 
in Alabama 
 
ATB – agent trial burn – test burns on incinerators to demonstrate compliance with 
emission limits and other permit conditions 
 
AWFCO instrument– Automatic Waste Feed Cutoff – an instrument that monitor key 
operating parameters of a high temperature incinerator and automatically shuts off waste 
feed to the incinerator if prescribed operating limits are exceeded 
 
BGCA – Blue Grass Chemical Activity, located at the Blue Grass Army Depot in 
Kentucky 
 
BRA – Brine Reduction Area – the hazardous waste treatment unit that uses steam 
evaporators and drum dryers to convert the salt solution (brine) generated from pollution 
abatement systems on the incinerators into a dry salt that is shipped off-site to a 
hazardous waste landfill for disposal 
 
CAC – Chemical Demilitarization Citizens Advisory Commission – the nine member 
group appointed by the Governor to receive information and briefings and provide input 
and express concerns to the U.S. Army regarding the Army’s ongoing program for 
disposal of chemical agents and munitions – each state with a chemical weapons storage 
facility has its own CAC – in Oregon the DEQ’s Chemical Demilitarization Program 
Administrator and the Oregon CSEPP Manager serve on the CAC as non-voting 
members 
 
CAMDS – Chemical Agent Munitions Disposal System – the former research and 
development facility for chemical weapons processing, located at the Deseret Chemical 
Depot in Utah 
 
CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – a federal agency that provides 
oversight and technical assistance to the U.S. Army related to chemical agent monitoring, 
laboratory operations, and safety issues at chemical agent disposal facilities (Website: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/demil/) 
 



CMA – U.S. Army’s Chemical Materials Agency, the agency responsible for chemical 
weapons destruction (website:  http://www.cma.army.mil/) 
 
CMS – carbon micronization system – a new proposed treatment system that is proposed 
to be used in conjunction with the deactivation furnace system to process spent carbon 
generated at UMCDF during facility operations – the CMS would pulverize the spent 
carbon and then inject the powder into the deactivation furnace system for thermal 
treatment to destroy residual chemical agent absorbed onto the carbon 
 
CSEPP – Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program – the national program 
that provides resources for local officials (including emergency first responders) to 
provide protection to people living and working in proximity to chemical weapons 
storage facilities and to respond to emergencies in the event of an off-post release of 
chemical warfare agents (Website:  http://csepp.net/) 
 
CWWG – Chemical Weapons Working Group, an international organization opposed to 
incineration as a technology for chemical weapons destruction and a proponent of 
alternative technologies, such as chemical neutralization (Website:  
http://www.cwwg.org/) 
 
DAAMS – Depot Area Air Monitoring System – the system that is utilized for perimeter 
air monitoring at chemical weapons depots and to confirm or refute ACAMS readings at 
chemical agent disposal facilities – samples are collected in tubes of sorbent materials 
and taken to a laboratory for analysis by gas chromatography 
 
DCD – Deseret Chemical Depot – the chemical weapons depot located in Utah 
 
DFS – deactivation furnace system – a high temperature incinerator (rotary kiln with 
afterburner) used to destroy rockets and conventional explosives (e.g., fuses and bursters) 
from chemical weapons 
 
DPE – demilitarization protective ensemble – the fully-encapsulated personal protective 
suits with supplied air that are worn by workers in areas with high levels of agent 
contamination 
 
DUN – dunnage incinerator – high temperature incinerator included in the original 
UMCDF design and intended to treat secondary process wastes generated from munitions 
destruction activities – this incinerator was never constructed at UMCDF 

G.A.S.P. – a Hermiston-based anti-incineration environmental group that has filed 
multiple lawsuits in opposition to the use of incineration technology for the destruction of 
chemical weapons at the Umatilla Chemical Depot – G.A.S.P. is a member of the 
Chemical Weapons Working Group 

GB – the nerve agent sarin 
 

http://www.cma.army.mil/


HD – the blister agent mustard 
 
I-Block – the area of storage igloos where ton containers of mustard agent are stored at 
UMCD 
 
JACADS – Johnston Atoll Chemical Agent Disposal System, the prototype chemical 
agent disposal facility located on the Johnston Atoll in the Pacific Ocean (now closed and 
dismantled) 
 
J-Block – the area of storage igloos where secondary wastes generated from chemical 
weapons destruction are stored at UMCD 
 
K-Block – the area of storage igloos where chemical weapons are stored at UMCD 
 
LIC1 & LIC2 – liquid incinerators #1 & #2 – high temperature incinerators (liquid 
injection with afterburner) used to destroy liquid chemical agents 
 
MPF – metal parts furnace – high temperature incinerator (roller hearth with afterburner) 
used to destroy secondary wastes and for final decontamination of metal parts and 
drained munition bodies 
 
NECDF – Newport Chemical Agent Disposal Facility, located at the Newport Chemical 
Depot in Indiana 
 
PBCDF – Pine Bluff Chemical Agent Disposal Facility, located at the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
in Arkansas 
 
PFS – the carbon filter system installed on the pollution abatement systems of the 
incinerators used for chemical agent destruction 
 
PICs – products of incomplete combustion – by-product emissions generated from 
processing waste materials in an incinerator 
 
PMR – permit modification request 
 
PUCDF – Pueblo Chemical Agent Disposal Facility, located at the Pueblo Chemical 
Depot in Colorado 
 
TOCDF – the Tooele Chemical Agent Disposal Facility, located at the Deseret Chemical 
Depot in Utah 
 
UMCD – Umatilla Chemical Depot 
 
UMCDF – Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility 
 
VX – a nerve agent 


