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Well Contamination in Lebanon  
 

 

 

The groundwater beneath northern portions of 
downtown Lebanon (Figure) is contaminated 
with solvents that could pose a health risk if used 
for household purposes.  The chemicals are 
tetrachloroethylene (PCE) and trichloroethylene 
(TCE). Well water in this area may contain these 
solvents at concentrations that could be harmful 
to human health. The figure below shows the 
approximate boundary of the chlorinated solvent 
contamination.  This area includes portions of 
Section 2, 3, 10 and 11 of Township 12 South, 
Range 2 West of the Willamette Meridian  
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If you are helping clients buy or sell properties in 
the above referenced area that are on well water, 
the purchaser and seller should know that the 
well may be contaminated.  Well testing 

currently required for property transactions only 
includes testing for nitrates and total fecal 
coliform. These tests do not detect the solvents 
affecting the groundwater.  A different test 
method is needed to detect the solvents.  DEQ 
can test wells in this area at no cost (see 
below).  Refer to the Laboratory Testing for 
PCE/TCE page that follows for more 
information about water testing methods. 

DEQ Recommends Using City Water 
DEQ recommends that properties in the affected 
area use city water, which is available in most of 
the affected area. 

City Water Users Are Not Affected 
Most residents in the area are connected to city 
water, and therefore are not affected by the 
groundwater contamination.  The city of 
Lebanon obtains its water from the Santiam  
River.  Only people who rely on water wells in 
the study area are potentially affected by the 
groundwater contamination.  
 
Free Well Testing 
DEQ can sample and test wells inside the area of 
concern at no cost to the property owner. Contact 
the DEQ Project Manager, Don Hanson.  
Contact Information is provided below. 
 
For More Information 
DEQ’s environmental database for the Lebanon 
Area Groundwater Contamination Project is 
available at: Lebanon Project Website 
 
For more information, please contact DEQ 
Project Manager, Don Hanson, at (541) 687-
7349; or via email at 
hanson.don@deq.state.or.us.   
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Figure 1
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Realtor Notice
Wells in shaded areas may be contaminated with PCE and/or TCE.




